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REASONS 

For Abrogating the 

Orporatian a%dTeft~Afts. 




Sir, 

Book of yours, entitul'd, A Vm&- 
eatiw ef the Corporation and 
T E s T-A € T s, in Jnjwef ts the 
Bijhop of BangorVr Reajbns for the 
Repeal of them, coming to my Hands ,in my 
Country Retirement, I wag fomewhat fur- 
priz'd to find fome Paffages therein inconff- 
ftent with the Duty you owe to the Pub- 
lick, and to the Laws and Conftitutions of 
the Kingdom. 

I have the Honour to be of that Society 
of which you are Mafter. I am there- 
fore well entitul'd to reafon with you con- 

B cerning 
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cerning fuch PaiTages as concern the Wifdom 
of the Legiflature. 

In order to vindicate the Honour of the 
Church of England, againft the Principles and 
wicked Pra&ices of its High-Priefts and Prek 
by ters, I here give you feveral Propofitions 
following, on the Truth of which depend the 
feveral Obfervations which enfue. 

That Sincerity, and Integrity of Heart 
and Life, are the Fruits of the Divine Spi- 
rit upon the reafonable Nature. 

That all Men of Sincerity, and Integrity, 
are Members of the Invifible Church of 
Chrift. 

That all Men of Integrity and Sincerity, 
have all different Notions of Political and V i- 
fible Churches. 

. That all Political and Vifible Churches are 
either particular voluntary Societies of Men 
in a Nation, agreeing in fome one or other 
Speculations, and in fome one or other Man- 
ner or Form of Worfhip agreeable to them- 
felves. 

That a National Church fuppofes the Con- 
fent of a Nation to fuch a Form of Worfhip 
agreeable to its fejf, 

/ , The 
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The National Church of England fuppofes 
the Confent of King, Lords, and Commons 
to that Form of Worfhip they agree upon. 

Bifhops, Priefts, and Deacons, either in 
Convocation or out, have no Power to 
make any Laws to bind themfelves, or o- 
fliers. 

That Bifliops, Priefts, and Deacons are to 
officiate, as Minifters of the People, in that 
Form of Worfhip as the Law dire&s. 

That the National Church is in the Form 
of it alterable and changeable, and fubject 
to Viciffitudes, as all human Affairs are. 

That human Prudence cannot forefee the 
Confequence of the Laws it makes j it is 
therefore the bufinefs of the Legislature 
to abrogate, alter, and change Laws, ac- 
cording to the Exigency of Times, and the 
Reafon and Nature of things. 

The Word Religion, when it figni-* 
fies the Reverence due to the Great Being of 
the World, with thofe Duties we owe to o- 
thers from that agreed Principle of doing as 
we would be done unto, with thofe Duties 
we owe to our felves to govern our Appetites 
arid Lulls by Reafon. This is calf d Natural 
B 2 Religion* 
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ibtigfoh. Tfois is ohat Foundation on which 
aU <3ovei*iiirait ftawd*. 

The Wwd Re l igIon, when it fijgni* 
fies an JnfHtoation of a Great Prophet, in 
ptefcribfflg Laws as means- to carry on, and 
advance^ and clear up thfife natural Troths 
in Mens Minds, which were blinded by the 
IVadttfBHs and SuperftitionS ofcorrapt Priefts, 
fe calf d Infttiimd Religwn ^ when thk is ap- 
ply'd to the Jewifli Priefts, it's calTd the 
Cbrifiim Religion. 

J4o instituted Laws can be fo penn'd, but, 
by seafbn of the Ambiguity of Words, and 
the dilferetit Defires and Lufts of Men, it 
will be fo interpreted that a different Sfcnce 
wili arife From one and the fame instituted 
Law* 

From the time of the Jftftitution of the 
Chriftian Religion to this day^ thofe who 
claim that Honour to themfelves, of being 
Succeflfors of Chrift and his Apoftles, with 
Power to make Laws, and impofe their wild 
Speculations, as Matters of Belief, on the 
Confidences of Mankind, have inverted the 
Order of Nature, and have aftd do endeavour . 
tb eraze the Belief of God, ^nd the Duties we 
owe to one another and our felves, out of 

Men's 
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of thefe Men, they had made themfelves 
neceffary to the Salvation of Mankind. Af- 
ter fo many Years of Tyranny under which 
this Nation groan'd under the tyrannical Be- 
lief, that not eating the real Body of Chrift 
was Damnation, and that the Prieft could 
metamorphofe the Element, whereby the 
Happinefs of every Man depended on the 
Good-Will of that Order of Men. 

When we confider this, and how in imi- 
tation of thefe, Tyrants, and Ufurpers over 
all Mens Confciences, have by the fame ty- 
rannous. Step been leading the People back a- 
gain to deftroy both their prefent and future 
Happinefs. Have not Altars been fet up 
without Authority of Parliament, by Force 
of Lambeth Canons , without Confent of 
the Legiflature y contrary to the very ex- 
prefs Words of the Communion-Service > 
What other View could thefe High-Priefts 
have, but by calling it an unbloody Sacri- 
fice, and themfelves the Sacrificers, to cre- 
ate in the People a Belief of the Neceffity of 
themfelves, and by their bowing thereto, to 
create fuch a Veneration, that they might in 
the end lead the People into a Belief and 
Truft in themfelves. 

Hence 
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Hence it is, that receiving the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, according to the Rites 
and Ceremonies of the Church of England, 
has been a Stumbling-Block in all Diflenters 
ways ; and, indeed, when I confider, that 
tho* the Teft-Ad obliges to receive according 
to the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church 
of England, that the Rites and Ceremonies 
being againft the Law of the Church, in pur- 
fuance of the Lambeth Canons, which are 
not the Laws of the Church ^ the Act obli- 
ges to what is not pra&icable. 

It's no wonder that all Diflenters are the 
Hatred of all High-Church-Men, whofe 
Principles in good Politicks thwart the afpi- 
ring Greatnef6 of all Prieft-Craft. 

DifTenters in general, with all the honeft 
Men of the Land, who love the Conftitution 
and Law of their Country, are in the higheft 
Degree attached to King Georges Intereft, 
whofe Intereft is infeperable from the Good 
and Happinefs of his People. 

Thefe Men are and have been a Bulwark 
againft the incroaching Power of Rome, and 
a Defence againft all thofe Do&rines and O- 
pinions of Non-Jurors and their Abettors, 
deftructive of the Laws of the Conftitution 
£oth in Church and State. You 
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You fay, p> 23. That it concerns the 1 lib- 
lick to have Men wdl-affe&ed to the Govern- 
ment in Places af Power and Truft* If this 
is fo, how neceffary to King George's Go- 
vernment are thefe Men; for I think it's ob- 
vious, that the Abettors of High-Church 
Principles who fwcar to the Government, 
and call themfclves the Clergy of the Church 
of England, yet can diftinguifh themfelves 
out of their Oaths, and make the Sin to be 
on the Impofer, and not on themfelves, e- 
fteeming the Government no other than a 
Banditti. 

The Reafon you urge for the Continuance 
of fuch a Teft, is, to preferve the Ecclefia- 
ftical Conftitution •, which how you come to 
diftinguifh it from the Laws of your Coun- 
try, I am at a lofs to find* 

In order to traduce the DifTenters on the 
Stage, and render them odious in the fame 
manner as is ufual on the 30th of Jan. I 
cannot therefore think, but you have abusVl 
your own Underftanding in thofe Reprefen- 
. rations, p. 33. where you fay, That Reli- 
gion was not the Whole of that unhappy 
Rupture between the King and his People - 
Occafwn there was for Complaint, with re- 

fpea 
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fpeB to Civil Rights. I would tiaye.you con- 
fider, becaufe you do not mention Religious 
Rights too, whither you are not ufing Art and 
Difguife. Nor is it, you fay, your inten- 
tzon to diffemble what the Noble Hijlorian 
of thofe Times has fo freely and impartially 
difclofed. 

But that thofe Difpute* had ended in the 
happy Confirmation of the Subjects Rights, 
had not the Pretences of Religion and En~ 
thufiafm intermixed it felf in the Quarrel, and 
put the Nation into fnch a Fever, that nothing 
but the Lpfs of Blood could recover them to 
their lojl Senfes. 

Diffenters may well juftify their Adhe- 
rence to the Nation's Quarrel. The religi- 
ous Rights whereof were invaded , the Laws 
concerning the Church were trampled under 
foot \ Canons were then made to bind both 
Clergy and Laity \ whereas no Canons or 
Confutations Ecclefiaftick can be of any bind^ 
ing Force, without the Confent of the Le- 
gislature. What Power did the Pope ever 
exercife here, which thofe tyrannous Church- 
Sycophants di4 not attempt and exercife too ? 
Did not thefe fet up a Power in Defiance of 
all the Laws and Liberties of the People, 

C and 
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and hoodwink that unfortunate Prince > Not 
content with an Invafion on the known Laws 
of their Country here, but rauft perfuade 
that Prince to fend his High Commiflion into 
Scotland, and there attempt, by his Defpo- 
tick Power, without confulting that People 
in a Parliamentary way, to fet up a Form 
of Worfhip not known to them. 

To verifie the before-mention'd Truths, I 
refer you to the faid noble Hiftorian. 
c It was towards the End of the Year i6^. 
when the King returned from Scotland, ha- 
ving left it to the Care of fome of the Biftiops 
♦there to provide fuch a Liturgy, and fuch a 
Book of Canons, as might beft fuit the Na- 
ture and Humour of the better Sort of that 
Feople ^ to which the reft would eafily fub- 
mit. And that as faft as they made them rea- 
dy, they fhould tranfmit them to the Arch- 
biftiop of Canterbury, to whofe Affiftance the 
King join'd the Bp of London, and Dr. Wren, 
who by that time was become Bp. of Norwich . 
a Man of a fevere, four Nature, but very 
learned, and particularly verfed in the old 
Liturgies of the Greek and Latin Churches. 
And after his Majefty Ihould be this way 
certified of what was fo fent, he would re- 

* commend 
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commend and enjoin the Iraclice and Ufe of 
both to that his native Kingdom. The Bi- 
fhops there had fomewhat to do, before they 
went about the preparing the Canons and the 
Liturgy } what had pafs'd at the King's being 
there in Parliament, had left bitter inclina- 
tions, and unruly Spirits in many of the 
moft popular Nobility } who watch'd only 
for an Opportunity to inflame the People, 
and were well enough contented to fee com- 
buftible Matter every Day gather together 
to contribute to that Fire. 
c The promoting fo many Bifhops to be of 
the Privy-Council, and to fit in the Courts 
of Juftice, feem'd at firft wonderfully to fa- 
cilitate all that was in defign, and to cre- 
ate an AfFe&ion and Reverence towards the 
Church, at leaft ai* Application to, and De- 
pendance upon the greateft Churchmen. So 
that there feem'd to be not only a good Pre- 
paration made with the People, but a gene- 
ral Expe&ation, and even a Defire that they 
might have a Liturgy, and more Decency ob- 
ferv'd in the Church. And this Temper was 
believ'd to be the more univerfal, beqaufe, 
neither from any of the Nobility, nor of the 
Clergy, who were thought moft averfe from 

C a it, 
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it, there appear'd any fign of Contradi&roii, 
nor that Licence of Language againft it, 
a s was natural to that Nation 5 but an en- 
tire Acquiefcence in all the Bifliops thought 
fit to do j which was interpreted to proceed 
from a Converfion in their Judgments, at 
leaft to a SubmifHon to Authority ^ whereas, 
in truth, it appeared afterwards to be from 
the Obfervation they made of the Temper, 
and Indifcretion of thofe Bifhops in the great- 
eft Authority, that they were like to have 
more Adyantages adminifter'd to them hy 
their 111 Managery^ than they couM raife by 
any Contrivance of their own. • 
c It was now Two Years, or very near fo 
much, before the Bifliops in ScotlandhaA pre- 
pared any thing to offer to the King towards 
their intended Reformation •, and then they 
inverted the proper Method, and firft pre- 
fented a Body of Canons to preceed the Li- 
turgy which was not yet ready, they choo- 
fing to finifh the fhorter Work firft* The 
King referred the Consideration of the Ca- 
nons, as he had before refolv'd to do, to the • 
Archbifhop, and the other two Bifhops for- 
merly nam'd, the Bifhop of London and the 
Bifhop of Norwich j Who, after their Peru- 
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c fal*of fhem, and fame Alterations made, 
c with the Confent of thofe Bifhops who 

brought them from Scotland, returned them 
c to the King ^ and His Majefty, impatient to 
4 fee the good Work entered upon, without a- 
« ny other Ceremony ( after having given his 
i Royal Approbation ) ifFued out his Procte- 
c mation for tlie due Obfervation of them 

within his Kingdom of Scotland. 

* It was a fatal Inadvertency, that thefe 

Canons, neither before, nor after they were 
c fent to the King, had been ever feen by the 
t AfTembly, or any Convocation of the Clcr- 
« gy, which was fo fir icily obliged to the Ob- 
< fervation of them ^ nor fo much as commit 
c nicated to the Lords of the Council of 

* that Kingdom, it being almoft impoffible that 
c any new Difcipline could be introduced into 
c the Church, which would not much concern 
c the Government of the State, and even trench 
c upon, or refer to the municipal Laws of the 

* Kingdom. And in this Confideration, the 
Archbifhop of Canterbury had always decla- 
red to the Bifhops of Scotland, " That it was 
<c their part to be fure , that nothing they 
" fhould propofe to the King in the Bufinefe 
" ef the Church, fliould be contrary to the 

" Laws 
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c Laws of the Land, which he could not 
4 be thought to underftand ; and that they 
c fhould never put any thing in execution 
' without the Confent and Approbation of 
< the Privy-Council ". But it was the un- 
happy Craft of thofe Bifhops, to get it be- 
lieved by the King, that the Work would be 
grateful to the mod confiderable of the No- 
bility, the Clergy, and the People ( which 
they could hardly believe ) in order to the 
obtaining his Majefty's Approbatiori and Au- 
thority for the execution of that which they 
did really believe would not find Oppofition 
from the Nobility, Clergy, or People againft 
his Majefty's exprefs Power and Will, which 
without doubt, was then in great Veneration 
in that Kingdom ^ and, fo they did not, in 
truth, dare to fubject thofe Canons to any o- 
ther Examination, than what the King fhould 
direct in England. 

* It was, in the next place, as ftrange, that 
Canons fhould be publifh'd before the Litur- 
gy was prepaid (which was not ready in a 
Year after, or thereabouts) when Three or 
Four of the Canons were principally for the < 
Obfervation of, and pun&ual Compliance 
with, the Liturgy j which all the Clergy were 

• to 
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to be fworn to fubmit to, and to pay all O- 
bedience to what was enjoin'd by it, before 
they knew what it contain'd. Whereas, if 
the Liturgy had been firft publifhM with all 
due Circumftances, it is poflible that it might 
have found a better Reception, and the Ca- 
nons have been lefs examined. 

c The Scotijb Nation, how capable foever it 
was of being led by fome Great Men, and 
milled by the Clergy, would have been cor- 
rupted by neither into a barefac'd Rebellion 
againft their King, whofe Perfon they lov'd, 
and reverenc d his Government ^ nor could 
they have been wrought upon towards lef- 
fening the one or the other, by any other 
Suggeftions or Infufions, than fuch as fliould 
make them jealous, or apprehenfive of a De- 
lign to introduce Popery } a great part of 
their Religion confiding in an entire Dete- 
ction of Popery, in believing the Pope to 
be Antichrift, and hating perfe&ly the Per- 
fons of all Papifts. 

c The Canons now publifla'd, befides ( as 
has been touchM before) that, they had 
pafs'd no Approbation of the Clergy, or been 
communicated to the Council, appeared to be 
fo many new Laws imposed upon the whole 

' Kingdbm 
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Kingdom by the King's fole Authority, and 
contriv'd by a few private Men, of whom 
they had no good Opinion, and who were 
Strangers to the Nation } fo that it was 
thought no other than a Subjection to Eng- 
land, by receiving Laws from thence, of 
which they were moft jealous, and which 
they moft paflionately abhorr'd. Then they 
were fo far from being confin'd to the Church, 
and the Matters of Religion, that they be- 
licv'd there was no part of their Civil Govern- 
ment uninvaded by them, and no Perfon of 
what Quality foever unconcern'd, or as they 
thought, unhurt in them. And there were 
fome things in fome particular Canons, how 
rational foever in themfelves, and how di- 
ftant foever in the Words and Expreffions 
from inclining to Popery, which yet gave 
too much Advantage to thofe who maliciouf- 
ly watch'd the Occafion, to- perfuade weak 
Men that it was an Approach, and Introdu- 
ction to that Religion, the very Imagination 
whereof intoxicated all Men, and depriv'd 
them of all Faculties to examin and judge. 
4 Some of the Canons defined, and deter- 
min'd fuch an unlimited " Power and Prero- 
'* gative to be in the King, according to the 

" Pattern 
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^ Pattern* fin exprefs Terms J of the Kings 
" of Ifraely and foch a 'ful\ Supremacy in all 
" Cafes Ecclefiaftical, as hath never been pre- 
<c tended to by their former Kings, or -fub- 
" mitted to by the Clergy and Laity of that 
u Nation "; which made Impreflion on Men 
" of all Tempers, Humours, and Inclinations j 
<c And that no EccleGaftical Perfon fhould 
" become Surety, or bound for any Man 5 
" that National or * General Aflerablies fhould 
^ be cali'd only by the King's Authority • 
" that all Bifliops, and other Ecclefiaftical 
H Perfonfi, who dye without Children, fhould 
" be obligM to give a good part of their E- 
ct ftates to the Church •, and, though they 
<* fliould have Children, yet' to leave fome- 
" what to the Church, and for Advancement 
* c of Learning " : which feem'd rather mat- 
cc ter of State and Policy than Religion- 
c< thwarted their Laws and Cuftoms, which 
4< had been obferv'd by them •, leffen'd, if not 
u took away, the Credit of Churchmen, and 
" prohibited them from that Liberty ofCom- 
u merce in Civil Affairs, which the Lawpef- 
u mitted to them ^ and reflected upon the fa- 
^ tereft of thofe who had, or might have a 
# Right to inherit from Clergymen. - Th* 

D < c none 
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44 none (hduid receive die Sacrament bat up- 
44 on their Knees 5 That the Clergy fhould 
44 hatm no private Meetings for expounding 
44 Scripture, or for confulting upon Matters 
44 Ecdefiaftical j. That no Man (hould cover 
44 his Head in time of Divine Service j and* 
tir That no Clergyman fhould conceive Prayers 
44 ex tempore, but be bound to pray only by 
44 the Form prefcrib'd in the Liturgy ( which 
44 by the way was not feerj nor fram'd ) ; 
44 and, That no Man (hould teach a publtck 
" School, or in a private Houfe, without a 
44 Licence firft obtain'd from the Arch-Bifhop 
<c of tlie Province, or the Bifhop of the Dkh 
« 4 ccfe* 

44 All thefe were new, and things with 
44 which they had not been acquainted j and 
44 tho* they might be fit to be commended to a 
44 regular and orderly People pibufly difposfy 
* yet it was too ftrong Meat for Infants m 
a Difcipline, and too much Nourifhment to be 
i4 adroiniflred at once to weak and queafy 
44 Stomachs, and too much inclined to naufeatt 
44 what was moft wholfome. But then to ap- 
44 ply the old Terms of the Church, to men- 
44 tiofl the Quatuor Tempore and reflrain al! 
41 Ordinations to thofe Four Seafons of the 

Yearj_ 
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•* Year 5 to enjoyn a Font to be prepaid in 
** every Church for Baptifm, and a decent 
*' Table ibr the Communion j and to direct 
«' and appoint the Places where both Font 
** and Table fliould Hand, and decent Or- 
" naments for either ^ to rejftram ,any Ex- 

* communication from being pronounced, or 
«* Abfolution from being given, without the 
** Approbation of the Bifhop j to mention a- 
** try Practice of Confeffion ( which .they 
" look'd upon as the ftrongeft and moft infe- 
«* parable Limb of Antichrift) and to enjoin, 
*• That no Presbyter mould reveal any thing 
** he fliould receive in Confeffion, except in 
w .fuch Cafes, where, by the Law of the 
** Land, his own Life Should be forfeited j 
"were all fuch Matters of Innovation, and in 
"{their Nature fo fufpicious, that they thought 
«* they had reafon to be jealous of the worft 
" that could follow j and the laft Canon of all 
"provided, That no Perfon fliould be re- 
" ceived into Hoiy Orders, or fufferM to 
" preach, or adminifter the Sacraments, 

* without firft fubferibing to thofe Canons. 
CkarmdodiJiifl.Yol.h BeeklL lo^.&fff* 

" JifeidJbe&te, :tbat after :the Difiblutjon of 

* tbe:&ci$cr flwtt parliament, .% Conyoca- 

Da ** tion 
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" tidn was continued by fpeciai Warrant from 
«« the King - y and by His Majefiy, in a foknin 

* Menage fent to them by Sir Harry Vane^ 
? then Principal Secretary, Requir'd to pro- 
*« ceed in making of Canons,' for the better 
v Peace and Quiet of the Church. Not- 
** withftanding this Command, the chief of the 
w Clergy, well knowing the Spirit of Bkter- 
*' nefs that was contracted againft them ; and 
" many obfolete Pamphlets againft their Jurif- 

* diftion and Power, being, fince the Commo- 
" tions in Scotland, reviv'd and publifh'd with 
" more Freedom, defir'd His Majefty, That 
" the Opinions of the Judges might be 
*' known and declar'd, Whether they might 
f* then lawfully fit, the Parliament being 
" diflblv*d, and proceed to the making of 
*' Canons ; as likewife upon other Particu- 
«* lars in their Jurifdi&ion, which had been 
*' mod inveigh'd againft. 

«* All the Judges of England m a mature De- 

* bate, in the prefence of the King's Council, 
*• under their Hands afferted, The Power of 
ft the Convocation in making Canons, and 
w thofe other parts of Jurifdi&ion, which 
" had been fo envioufly queftion'd. Here- 
«• upon they proceeded j. and having compos'd 

« a Bodjr 
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a Body of Canons, prefented the fame to His 

44 Majefty for His Royal Approbation* They 

44 were then again debated at the Council- 

44 Board ^ not without notable Oppofition y for 

44 upon fome lefTening the Power and Authori- 

• c ty of their Chancellours, and their Commit* 

44 faries^by thefe Canons, the Profeffors of that 

cC Law took themfelves to be difobliged ^ and 

4C Sir Henry Martin (who was not likely to o- 

44 verfee any Advantages ) upon feveral Days 

44 of Hearing at the Council-Table, with his 

44 utmoft Skill obje&ed againfl 'em j but in tlie 

41 end, by the entire and unanimous Advice of 

44 the Privy-Council, the Canons were con- 

44 finnd by the King, under the great Seal of 

« 4 England find thereby enjoin'd to beobferv'd. 

44 So that whatfoever they were, the Judge* 

44 were at laft as guilty of the firftPrefump- 

44 tion in framing them , and the Lords of the 

44 Council in publilhing and executing them; 

" as theBifhops, or the reft of the Clergy, in 

44 either ". Now from the Obfervation of this 

Noble Hiftorian, the Reader willobferve, in* 

ilead of condemning thofe Praclices which 

.juftly after were condemned by the Senfe of 

the whole Nation, his Bufinefs was to exte* 

nuate, by making others as vile as the Cler- 

:... , / gy 
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%y themfelvee. If this was not intrenching 
on the known Laws and Cuftoms of the 
Land, I am at a lofe to judge what Tyranny 
is. But feeing this noted Hiftorkn feems a- 
fliam-d to let the World fee their Canons 
and Invafions on the Legiflative Power, I 
here transcribe one which concerns the Re~ 
living the Sacrament. 

VII. A Declaration concerning Jome 
R i ti s and Ceremonies. 

; Ecaufe it is generally to be wifiVd, 
that Unity of Faith were accompa- 
*nied with Uniformity of Pra&iee in die 
"outward Worfhip and Service of God ; 
^ chiefly for tke avoiding of groundkfs Su- 
«* fpkfons of -thofe who axe weak, and the 

* malicious Afperfions of the profefs'd Ene- 
*':nues:of our Religion j the one fearing In- 
"novations^ rive ether -flattering themfelves 
** with a vain hope of our 'Baekflidings unto 
"their PopHh Superftitien, byreafon of the 

* Situation of 'the Gommunion-Tabte, and 
««' the Approaches thereunto, the Synod de« 

* darech as follows : 

*That 
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* That tfte ftandiiig of the Communita^ 
* Table fideway under the Eaft Windowed 
" every Church, qf Chappel, is in its ew« 
" Nature indifferent % neither commanded 
nor condemned by the Word of God, ei* 
ther expreftyv or by immediate Dedu&ion^ 
and therefore, that no Religion is to be 
placed therein, or Scruple to be made there* 
on* And albeit at the time of reforming 
" this Church from that grofk Superilition of 
c< Popery, it was carefully provided that all 
< c Means fliould be. ufed to root out of the 
u Minds of the People, both the Inclination 
thereunto and Memory thereof, efpeciaUy 
of the Idolatry committed in the Mats • 
u for which caufe all Popifli Altars were de- 
*• molifli'd 5 yet notwithstanding it was then 
u ordered by the Injunctions, and Advertife* 
ment$ of Qjieen Eli&absth % of Blefled Me* 
mory, that the holy Tables fhould fiand itt 
the Place where the Altars {food* and ac- 
cordingly have been continued in the Royal 
Chappel of three famous and pious Princes^ 
ic and in moft Cathedral, and fome Parochial 
44 Churches, which doth fuffiekntly acquit 
" thfc manner of placing the faid Tables from 
£ c dny Illegality, or juft Sufpkion of PopiOt 
• Superfti- 
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44 
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* tion or Innovation : And therefore vre'jadg 

* it fit and convenient, that all Churches 
44 andOhappels do conform themfelves in this 
u particular 1 , to the Example of the Cathe- 
u drai and Mothef-Churches, faving always" 
? the general Liberty left to the Biflibp by 
* c Law during the Time of the Admiriiflra- 
€c tion of the Holy Communion. And we 

* declare, that this Situation of the Holy 

* Table doth imply ,* that it is or ought to 

* be efteem'd a true and proper Altar wliere- 

* on Chrift is again really faerificM j but it 

* is, and may be call'd an Altar by us in 
H that fenfe in which the Primitive Church 
u call'd it an Altar, and in ho other. 

* " Arid becaufe : Experience hath fhewM us, 

* how irreverent the Behaviour jof many Peo- 
" pie is in many Places, fome leaning, others 

* cafting their Hats, and fome fitting upon, 
u fome Handing, and others fitting under the 
" Communion-Table in Time of Divine Ser- 

* vice. For the avoiding of thefe and the 
a like Abufes, it is thought meet and conve^. 
" nient by this prefent Synod, that tlie faid 
" Communion-Tables in all Chancels or 
" Chappels be decently fever'd with Rails, 
€C to preferve them from fuel? or worfe Pro- 
fanations. " An4 
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* cc And becaufe the Adminiftration of Ho- 
cc ly Things is to be performed with all pof- 

* fible Decency and Reverence, therefore we 

* judge it fit and convenient, according to 
" the Word of the Service-Book, eftablifh'd 
"by Ad of Parliament, Draw near^ &c. 
" that all Communicants, with all humble 
cc Reverence, fliall dravp near and approach 
" to the Holy Table, there to receive the 
€C Divine Myfteries, which have heretofore 
" in forae places been unfitly carried up and 
cc down by the Minifter, unlefs it fliall be 
" otherwife appointed in refped of the Inca- 
Cc parity of the Place or other Inconvenience, 
14 by the Bifhop himfelf in his Jurifdiction, 
' c and other Ordinaries refpe&ively in theirs. 

" And laftly, whereas the Church is the 
cc Houfe of God, dedicated to his Holy Wor- 
a fhip, and therefore ought to mind us both 
<c of the Greatnefs and Goodnefs of His Di- 
* c vine Majefty } certain it is, that the Ac- 
" knowledgment thereof, not only inwardly 
" in our Hearts, but alfo outwardly with our 
" Bodies, muft needs be pious in it felf, pro- 
<c fitable unto us, and edifying ufrteTothers, 
u We therefore think it very meet and be- 
£ hoveful, and heartily commend it to all 

E " good 
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" good and well-affe&ed People, Members of 
" this Church, that they be ready to render 
"/unto the Lord the faid Acknowledgment, 
" by doing Reverence and Obeyfance, both 
" at their coming in,' arid going out of the 
" faid Churches, Chancels, or Chappels, ac- 
u cording to the moft ancient Cuftora of the 
* 4 Primitive Church in the pureft Times, and 
" of this Church alfo for many Years 6f the 
" Reign of Qiieen Elizabeth. The reviving 
<c therefore of this ancient and laudable Cu-^ 
u ftbm,~ we heartily recommend to the ferious 
" Confideration of all good People, not with 
" any intention to exhibit any religious Wor- 
u fhip to the Commuriion-Table, the Eaft, or 
u Church, or any thing therein contain'd in 
<c fo doing, or to perform the (aid Gefture 
u in the Celebration of the Holy Eucharift, 
upon any Opinion of a Corporeal Prefence 
<c of the Body of Jefus Chrift on the holy 
u Table, or in the myftical Elements, but 
" only for the Advancement of God's Maje- 
ic fty, and td give him alone that Honour and 
" Glory that is due unto him, and no other- 
" wife 5, and in the Pradice or Omiffion of 
w this Rite, we defire that the Rule of Cha*. 
u rity prefcrib'd by the Apoftle, may be ob- 
" •-} . . . ^ ?ferv'd, 



« 
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tc ferv'd, wliicK is, that they that ufe this 
<c Rite, defpife not them who ufe it hot ^ and 
<* that they that ufe it not, condemn not thofe 

* that ufe it. 

: This Canon fo publifh'd wa§ look'd upon, 
fcy King Charles. I. to oblige as, the Law of 
the Land, by thefe Words hefe, following : 
? You nmch miftake, in alledgihg, that the 
9 Xwd Houfes of Parliament ( efpecially 
as tKey are. now inftituted ) can have this 
difobfigktory Power; for ( befides that 
they are not tfamM in it) I am confident 
* c to make jt clearly appear to you, that this 
f Church never di&fubipit, nor was fubordi- 
?- nate to them ; and that it was only the King 
^ c and Clergy who made the Reformation, the 

* Parliament merely (erving.to help to give 
7 the Civil Sanson. All this being proved 
? ( t of which I make no queftipn \ it muft 
f necefTarily follow, that it is only the Church 
? of England ( in whole Favour I took this 
V Oath ) that can releafe me from it; where- 
fore when the Church of BngUnd (be- 
ing lawfully affembled ) . (hall declare that 
1 am free, then, and not before, I fball 

• c efteem my felf fo. Anfwer to jlfr.Hender- 
£ 2 ton's 
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fonV 2d Paper, p. 165. King C H A k L E s I. 
Works. 

If that unhappy King's Words, and what 
the Clergy have been ever fince maintaining, 
be the Law and Conftitjition of the Church 
of England, I will ingenuoufly confefs my 
felf not of that Number. If this is true, 
vainly and unbecoming do all the People of 
England talk of Liberty and Property ; the 
King and Clergy claim all, and therefore no 
need of the People's Confentj for hereby all 
what we call Law, is to be lookM on as an 
Enemy to both King and Church. 

When Princes are fo unfortunate to lend 
their Ears to thefe Whifperets , and are go- 
vern'd by thefe Politick^ the Prince's Ho- 
nour and the People's Safety are invaded ; I 
would have you confide* your felf, how you 
have taken the fame unhappy Step in your 
late Invafion of the King's Supremacy : The 
Goodnefs and Forbearance of His prefent 
Majefty furprizes all ^ that you, with the 
f eft of your Brethren, in your late Attempt 
againft the Biihop of Bangor, are not all 
brought into a Premunire on the Statute 
of the 25 Hen. VIII. c. 19. 

The 
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The common Refpeft which good Man- 
ner3 obliges Men to, on account of thofe 
Errors and Miftakes which infeparably go 
along with Men's Judgments, oblige all 
Men not haftily to infult and reproach our 
Inferiors, much lefs Equals. But, as to our 
Superiors, the natural Method is by way 
of Petition, As we are all fubjecl to Error, 
fo by this Method our Superiours become 
Hearers, and Reftifyers of Miftakes, and 
thereby the Order of Government preferv'd. 
The King's Licence and Order affix'd for the 
publishing that feafonable and truly Chriftiaa 
and Pf oteftaht Doctrine, That the Kingdom 
of Ciirift is hot of this World, by a Bifhop of 
the Church of England, to make a Reprefenta- 
tion againft the fame without a Petition firft 
bffer'd to the King, fof a Licence to examin it: 
And fuppofing fuch a Licence had, how incon- 
fiftent, with all good Prudence, riot to acquaint 
my Lords the BifhopS, and thereby to have 
calFd in their Afliftance and Advice, in order 
to have preferv'd a juft Harmony between the 
two Houfes : But this, as a Matter of Pru- 
dence, I fhall not meddle with, but obferve, 
as it was an exprefs Libelling againft the fu- 
j>reme Ordinary, and the higheft Affront to 

a wife 



Digiti 



zed by G00gk 



( sO 

ufurpM upon his Matter's, his Name wqu]4 
have been dear to this Nation ) among other 
wife and difcerning Acts, when the Pref- 
byterian Miniftry would have us'd him as a 
Tool of Prieftcraft, and perfuaded him, by 
reafon of the great Variety of Speculations 
in Religion, to ufe his Sword to bring about 
Uniformity in Religion, anfwer'd, He was 
no greater than a Conjiable to keep the Peace - 5 
the great Bufinefs of a Prince^ or Common- 
wealth- is to have no other Views^ but to 
carry on the Ends of Government ', to keep fiery 
and troublefom Spirits ( big with their own 
Conceits ) to thofe Duties, to do as they 
would be done unto, and not to fuffer any 
Form of injlituted Religion to dejlroy natural 
Duties. There are three other forts of Dif- 
fenters, Independents, Jnafyaptifts, and Qua- 
kers, but thefe are feveral voluntary Socie- 
ties of Men agreeing in fome one or other 
Speculations, or in fome one or other Form or 
Manner of Worfhip agreeable to themfelves; 
and therefore as our Church-Eftabliftiment 
of the Nation is the Form the Nation has 
agreed on, independent of any foreign Powers 
fo thefe are independent of any Eftablifh- 
menthere-, Hadyoubeeqfo juft to defer ibe, 

* * who. 
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who thofe DifFenters were you there men- 
tionM, you had not fo unjuftly calumniated 
great Bodies of wife and decerning Men. 
Had you been fo happy as to have given 
your feifan ur prejudiced Converfation, that 
Spirit you are in would have been better 
temper'd,' and thefe Writings would have 
been more agreeable to former Difcourfes on 
other Suhje&s. 

That thofe Laws before-mention-d ought 
to be abrogated j the reafon is, becaufe the 
Deffgn of Inftituted Religion is to advance and 
encourage Men in the Exercife of Natural Du- 
ties, Laws, when made, are to preferye and 
not to deftroy \ The *$efi and Corporation* 
Ath deftroy inftead of fave j Peace is the End 
of ail Laws j whatever Laws are made de* 
ftnidive of Peace and Love, become Ty- 
ranny and OpprefHon, and naturally intro- 
duce Strife and every evil Work* Qoveqi- 
ment is founded on natural Duties \ if any 
part of Inftituted Religion thwart thefe, it 
ought to be look'd upon as an Jropofture and 
Cheat put upon the World % ^nd therefore 
toe Legislature ought to take into Confide-. 
ration thefe Laws which deftroy th$ Peace 
**$ Qjiiet of the whole Kingdom. If any 

F Inftitu- 
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faftitution coiner iutq the World, the beft 
Argument that it is divitje is, becaufe it ad- . 
vances everlafting Righteoufnefe and Truth* 
Had our Saviour advanc'd any Do$ri$es ki- 
confident with the } eternal Law written, in . 
Mens Hearts, every Perfon had b^n, ohlk 
ged to h^ve rejected them; becaufe in the « 
Divine Being there, canrbe no Contradi&ion* j 
If the Pope or High-Church Priefts, who > 
claim a Power tQ make Lavptf Ecck£aftical, 
or Presbyterians, ai Power t$ execute the 5 
Laws of Chrift, which "amount all to one 
andc the fame thing j + fuels Laws ire of na * 
bindings Force, from any Authority the • 
Prieft can givfe i:heip '* t fcj&t when* Laws . aren 
niadd :by *Gonftnt ,of . the< LegMatu^; Which , 
fc the Gonfent of aLLPartiea,. they boecomje of . 
force, becaufe Confint/ias male ;< them fo^: 
Unhappy Lay-Powepsp that a f 3ett of Men ^ 
under ySm Ch&rity ^vP$9te&hm>ittffcea& afr 
being Mi«ift#s^i the People, in adv4mcmf 
everlafting Highteolrfrjefs irtd Trdthi, ftioukJ^ 
t>y their Several bigotted* Tota*ieS f f deftrpjr 
their own Happing and Propter t&o< J ?A^> 
that this Order' of Me A tHn> fhdUl4 ttteficter 
themfelves, \as Executors of the Ikttfc/and* 
Officers and Servants of the People, frkthei* 
k> : ' - .v* — -- ■ - v > / * . < •••• r feveral 
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feveralEcclefiaftical Capacities, mould lament 
their want of Power to make Laws to domi- 
neer over the Legiflature ! If the King was fo 
weak to buffer you, would not his Crown be 
immediately at your Difpofal? for, while you 
pretend fuch a Power from Chrift, it is eafy 
fcy your Fulminations to withdraw the Al- 
legiance of the Subjects, as all High-Priefts 
•'have done, by their artful, and ambiguous 
./Sence of Words, abus'd the Word of Truth - 
and whether you are not one of that Num- 
ber, in your late Writings and Management, 
I leave to your ferious Consideration. 
. ^ at ^ lS » 1 take it, are a foiemn Appeal to the 
*<5reat and Holy Being 5. and therefore wheri 
'tfiey are taken by Men of nice Honour ani 
'"Vertue, the Reverence , that is due and owing 
to that Being, obliges fuch Men to fpeak ac- 
' cording to the Simplicity and Integrity of 
their Souls. Biirto it is, by the Management 
of Mens Educations, thefe fimple Truths 
are fo obliterated and defac'd hy the wild 
"-and extravagant Interpretations and Clones' ' 
Jtfhrdi corrupt and wicked Priefts have put 
; iipon them, that no Government, I think, if 
*frey will confider, but will fecure the^n- 
tfelves, and their own juft Authority' by 
Fa / fome 
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fomefecurer Obligations. It feems eafily at- 
tainable by fuch Recognizances as might fe- 
cure the Government againft all Attacks 
whatever, and preferve the natural Liberty 
and Rights of all the Subjeds in England. 
The Laws concerning Divine Worfhip, as a 
National Form, are alterable and changeable, 
by the Confent of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, and all Limitations both of Crown 
arid reople j what occafion therefore for any 
Other Obligation for any Office or Place of 
Truft, but fuch a Recognizance, that / will 
not endeavour any Change or Alteration, but 
with the Agreement of the Legiflature? This 
would banifh all Difputes and Controverfies 
about Interpretations on Inf&tuted Religion 
Otit of the World, and reftore Mankind to 
that bleffed State of Peace, with an Inability 
for vicious and tyrannous Tempers to im- 
£ofe their own fimpie Bigottry and Belief 
upon Mankind^ 

If, on perufa] of thefe few Sheets, you 
fhall find any Error orMiftake, I lhall take it 
very kindly, if you'll fet me righf, I had no 
Other View in writing, but to fet the Difpufe 
iti its true Light, tyhich has fo abus'd many 

horiefl 
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Jloneft Minds. The Church of England, 
^trUty fo call'd, I have given you my fence 
t>f, in anfwer to King Charles I. his 
Opinion -, which Opinion introduc'd all the 
Miferies, which had like to have ended in 
the Ruin both of England atid Scotland* 
Now, if his Opinion be truly the Conftitu-* 
tion of the Englifb Church, it will behove 
you to maintain itj becaufe^ll the Gentle- 
men in England will hereby know what the 
Clergy call the Church, and what the Legal 
Conduction calk fo. tarn, 



Rntrend Sir, 

Tout very bumble $ervant p 



James Gray. 
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